
__ Every Day Is a Gift  by Tammy Duckworth pages 288 
 

Every Day Is a Gift is a 2021 memoir by U.S. Senator Tammy Duckworth that details her 
extraordinary life, from her childhood in Southeast Asia and Hawaii to her service as an Iraq 
War veteran and her career in politics. The book covers her experiences with poverty, 
discrimination, and the loss of her legs in combat, highlighting the resilience and 
determination that shaped her path to becoming a decorated soldier, a U.S. Senator, and the 
first sitting senator to give birth while in office.  
 
This was highly recommended by a good friend 
 

__ The Lion Women of Tehran by Marjan Kamali pages 327 
 
NATIONAL BESTSELLER 
 
An “evocative read and a powerful portrait of friendship, feminism, and political activism” (People) set 
against three transformative decades in Tehran, Iran—from nationally bestselling author Marjan Kamali. 
 
In 1950s Tehran, seven-year-old Ellie lives in grand comfort until the untimely death of her father, forcing 
Ellie and her mother to move to a tiny home downtown. Lonely and bearing the brunt of her mother’s 
endless grievances, Ellie dreams for a friend to alleviate her isolation. 
 
Luckily, on the first day of school, she meets Homa, a kind girl with a brave and irrepressible spirit. 
Together, the two girls play games, learn to cook in the stone kitchen of Homa’s warm home, wander 
through the colorful stalls of the Grand Bazaar, and share their ambitions of becoming “lion women.” 
 
But their happiness is disrupted when Ellie and her mother are afforded the opportunity to return to their 
previous bourgeois life. Now a popular student at the best girls’ high school in Iran, Ellie’s memories of 
Homa begin to fade. Years later, however, her sudden reappearance in Ellie’s privileged world alters the 
course of both of their lives. 
 
Together, the two young women come of age and pursue their own goals for meaningful futures. But as 
the political turmoil in Iran builds to a breaking point, one earth-shattering betrayal will have enormous 
consequences. 
 
“Reminiscent of The Kite Runner and My Brilliant Friend, The Lion Women of Tehran is a mesmerizing 
tale” (BookPage) of love and courage, and a sweeping exploration of how profoundly we are shaped by 
those we meet when we are young. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



__ The Frozen River by Ariel Lawhon  Pages 448 
 
Maine, 1789: When the Kennebec River freezes, entombing a man in the ice, Martha Ballard is 
summoned to examine the body and determine cause of death. As a midwife and healer, she is privy to 
much of what goes on behind closed doors in Hallowell. Her diary is a record of every birth and death, 
crime and debacle that unfolds in the close-knit community. Months earlier, Martha documented the 
details of an alleged rape committed by two of the town's most respected gentlemen—one of whom has 
now been found dead in the ice. But when a local physician undermines her conclusion, declaring the 
death to be an accident, Martha is forced to investigate the shocking murder on her own. 
Clever, layered, and subversive, Ariel Lawhon's newest offering introduces an unsung heroine who 
refused to accept anything less than justice at a time when women were considered best seen and not 
heard. The Frozen River is a thrilling, tense, and tender story about a remarkable woman who left an 
unparalleled legacy yet remains nearly forgotten to this day. 
Inspired by the life of Martha Ballard, a renowned 18th-century midwife who defied the legal system 
and wrote herself into history. 
 
 
__ My Dear Hamilton - Stephanie Dray& Laura  pages - 652 
 
 
America's First Daughter comes the epic story of Eliza Schuyler Hamilton--a revolutionary woman 
who, like her new nation, struggled to define herself in the wake of war, betrayal, and tragedy. In this 
haunting, moving, and beautifully written novel, Dray and Kamoie used thousands of letters and 
original sources to tell Eliza's story as it's never been told before--not just as the wronged wife at the 
center of a political sex scandal--but also as a founding mother who shaped an American legacy in 
her own right. 
 
__ The Lotus Shoes - Jane Yang  pages 368 
 
empowering, uplifting tale of two women from opposite sides of society, and their extraordinary 
journey of sisterhood, betrayal, love and triumph. 
 
1800s China. Tightly bound feet, or "golden lilies," are the mark of an honorable woman, eclipsing 
beauty, a rich dowry and even bloodline in the marriage stakes. When Little Flower is sold as a 
maidservant—a muizai—to Linjing, a daughter of the prominent Fong family, she clings to the hope that 
one day her golden lilies will lead her out of slavery. 
 
__ Christmas with the Queen - Hazel Gaynor & Heather Webb pages 384 
 
in the latest heartwarming historical novel from Hazel Gaynor and Heather Webb, bestselling authors 
of Last Christmas in Paris, Meet Me in Monaco, and Three Words for Goodbye. 
December 1952. While the young Queen Elizabeth II finds her feet as the new monarch, she must also 
find the right words to continue the tradition of her late father’s Christmas Day radio broadcast. But even 
traditions must evolve with the times, and the queen faces a postwar Britain hungry for change.  
As preparations begin for the royal Christmas at Sandringham House in Norfolk, old friends—Jack 
Devereux and Olive Carter—are unexpectedly reunited by the occasion. Olive, a single mother and 
aspiring reporter at the BBC, leaps at the opportunity to cover the holiday celebration, but even a chance 
encounter with the queen doesn’t go as planned and Olive wonders if she will ever be taken seriously.  
 



__ Canary Girls - Jennifer Chiaverini pages 432 
 
Rosie the Riveter meets A League of Their Own in New York Times bestselling author Jennifer Chiaverini’s 
lively and illuminating novel about the “munitionettes” who built bombs in Britain’s arsenals during 
World War I, risking their lives for the war effort and discovering camaraderie and courage on the football 
pitch. 
Early in the Great War, men left Britain’s factories in droves to enlist. Struggling to keep up production, 
arsenals hired women to build the weapons the military urgently needed. “Be the Girl Behind the Man 
Behind the Gun,” the recruitment posters beckoned. 
Thousands of women—cooks, maids, shopgirls, and housewives—answered their nation’s call. These 
“munitionettes” worked grueling shifts often seven days a week, handling TNT and other explosives with 
little protective gear. 
Among them is nineteen-year-old former housemaid April Tipton. Impressed by her friend Marjorie’s 
descriptions of higher wages, plentiful meals, and comfortable lodgings, she takes a job at Thornshire 
Arsenal near London, filling shells in the Danger Building—difficult, dangerous, and absolutely essential 
work. 
Joining them is Lucy Dempsey, wife of Daniel Dempsey, Olympic gold medalist and star forward of 
Tottenham Hotspur. With Daniel away serving in the Footballers’ Battalion, Lucy resolves to do her bit to 
hasten the end of the war. When her coworkers learn she is a footballer’s wife, they invite her to join the 
arsenal ladies’ football club, the Thornshire Canaries. 
The Canaries soon acquire an unexpected fan in the boss’s wife, Helen Purcell, who is deeply troubled 
by reports that Danger Building workers suffer from serious, unexplained illnesses. One common 
symptom, the lurid yellow hue of their skin, earns them the nickname “canary girls.” Suspecting a 
connection between the canary girls’ maladies and the chemicals they handle, Helen joins the arsenal 
administration as their staunchest, though often unappreciated, advocate. 
The football pitch is the one place where class distinctions and fears for their men fall away. As the war 
grinds on and tragedy takes its toll, the Canary Girls persist despite the dangers, proud to serve, 
determined to outlive the war and rejoice in victory and peace. 
 
 
__ All the Broken Places by John pages 400 
 
All the Broken Places by John Boyne is a sequel to The Boy in the Striped Pyjamas, following the now-
elderly Gretel as she confronts her Nazi past and the guilt of her complicity in the Holocaust through a 
new, disturbing neighborly relationship. She meets a new family, the Darcy-Witts, including a young boy 
who reminds her of her brother Bruno, whose death in Auschwitz she believes she caused. The novel 
explores themes of trauma, guilt, and the burden of past actions, showing how the sins of the past can 
continue to haunt individuals.  
 
 
__ The Correspondent by Virginia Evans  pages 288 
 
The Correspondent by Virginia Evans is an epistolary novel that follows Sybil Van Antwerp, a retired 
lawyer and prolific letter writer, as a loss of vision forces her to confront buried traumas and long-held 
secrets, ultimately leading to a journey of self-discovery and reconciliation through her vast network of 
correspondence. The novel, set in the present day and told entirely through letters and emails, explores 
themes of aging, regret, forgiveness, and the impact of the past on the present 

https://www.google.com/search?sca_esv=dad87895c19efbc5&rlz=1C1RXQR_enUS970US970&sxsrf=AE3TifMMb4gm_S-uAOmCk5vfs6lsjHVldQ%3A1757547323960&q=epistolary+novel&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjovK7_rc-PAxW6D1kFHaF8GRUQxccNegQIMxAB&mstk=AUtExfDi3JGk2ol5b-HzHA77w5x4mOIkMCbEL5apsKOXgEs23k0Pz98BAEJ-GgHxTIeHeYK5S7FMCwGQQeItRp8y6n-Q5UDq9lloqZgWXtct0zA4tfmDfmVAdateYYXT6uTv8Wo0NhQkHxF1RttEiJ3dUg5IxTkK6fzlJl3BpU1y5FeloMG4-S1l-lVoO26B_jv_hDRUvIBBmI7k3_-NLywMPU26mNdgPCIJ8pTQ6RsbZoM8jTlX-IjWxjs4--2McX8AFQGX_xyWiYh66rR_9RbkiC7l&csui=3

