
Book Club Suggestions Quarter 2 for 2025 

The Stolen Queen - Fiona Davis 352 pages 

*A New York Times Bestseller* 

From New York Times bestselling author Fiona Davis, an utterly addictive new novel that 

will transport you from New York City's most glamorous party to the labyrinth streets of 

Cairo and back. 

Egypt, 1936: When anthropology student Charlotte Cross is offered a coveted spot on an 

archaeological dig in Egypt's Valley of the Kings, she leaps at the opportunity. That is until an 

unbearable tragedy strikes. 

New York City, 1978: Nineteen-year-old Annie Jenkins is thrilled when she lands an opportunity to 

work for former Vogue fashion editor Diana Vreeland, who's in the midst of organizing the famous 

Met Gala, hosted at the museum and known across the city as the "party of the year." 

Meanwhile, Charlotte is now leading a quiet life as the associate curator of the Met's celebrated 

Department of Egyptian Art. She's consumed by her research on Hathorkare--a rare female pharaoh 

dismissed by most other Egyptologists as unimportant. 

The night of the gala: One of the Egyptian art collection's most valuable artifacts goes missing, and 

there are signs Hathorkare's legendary curse might be reawakening. Annie and Charlotte team up to 

search for the missing antiquity, and a desperate hunch leads the unlikely duo to one place Charlotte 

swore she'd never return: Egypt. But if they have any hope of finding the artifact, Charlotte will need 

to confront the demons of her past--which may mean leading them both directly into danger. 

 

America's First Daughter- 608 pages 

Stephanie Dray & Laura Kamoie 

THE NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER 

In a compelling, richly researched novel that draws from thousands of letters and original sources, 

bestselling authors Stephanie Dray and Laura Kamoie tell the fascinating, untold story of Thomas 

Jefferson's eldest daughter, Martha "Patsy" Jefferson Randolph--a woman who kept the secrets of 

our most enigmatic founding father and shaped an American legacy. 

From her earliest days, Patsy Jefferson knows that though her father loves his family dearly, his devotion to his 

country runs deeper still. As Thomas Jefferson's oldest daughter, she becomes his helpmate, protector, and 

constant companion in the wake of her mother's death, traveling with him when he becomes American minister to 

France. 

It is in Paris, at the glittering court and among the first tumultuous days of revolution, that fifteen-year-old Patsy 

learns about her father's troubling liaison with Sally Hemings, a slave girl her own age. Meanwhile, Patsy has fallen 

in love--with her father's prot g William Short, a staunch abolitionist and ambitious diplomat. Torn between love, 



principles, and the bonds of family, Patsy questions whether she can choose a life as William's wife and still be a 

devoted daughter. 

Her choice will follow her in the years to come, to Virginia farmland, Monticello, and even the White House. And as 

scandal, tragedy, and poverty threaten her family, Patsy must decide how much she will sacrifice to protect her 

father's reputation, in the process defining not just his political legacy, but that of the nation he founded. 

The Wedding People – Alison Espach  384 pages 

It’s a beautiful day in Newport, Rhode Island, when Phoebe Stone arrives at the grand Cornwall Inn 
wearing a green dress and gold heels, not a bag in sight, alone. She’s immediately mistaken by everyone 
in the lobby for one of the wedding people, but she’s actually the only guest at the Cornwall who isn’t 
here for the big event. Phoebe is here because she’s dreamed of coming for years―she hoped to shuck 
oysters and take sunset sails with her husband, only now she’s here without him, at rock bottom, and 
determined to have one last decadent splurge on herself. Meanwhile, the bride has accounted for every 
detail and every possible disaster the weekend might yield except for, well, Phoebe and Phoebe’s 
plan―which makes it that much more surprising when the two women can’t stop confiding in each 
other. 

In turns absurdly funny and devastatingly tender, Alison Espach’s The Wedding People is ultimately an 
incredibly nuanced and resonant look at the winding paths we can take to places we never 
imagined―and the chance encounters it sometimes takes to reroute us 

The Lion Women of Tehran 336 pages 

Marjan Kamali 

A heartfelt novel of friendship, betrayal, and redemption set against three transformative decades 
in Tehran, Iran. 
 
In 1950s Tehran, seven-year-old Ellie lives in grand comfort until the untimely death of her father, forcing 
Ellie and her mother to move to a tiny home downtown. Lonely and bearing the brunt of her mother’s 
endless grievances, Ellie dreams of a friend to alleviate her isolation. 
 
Luckily, on the first day of school, she meets Homa, a kind, passionate girl with a brave and irrepressible 
spirit. Together, the two girls play games, learn to cook in the stone kitchen of Homa’s warm home, 
wander through the colorful stalls of the Grand Bazaar, and share their ambitions for becoming “lion 
women.” 
 
But their happiness is disrupted when Ellie and her mother are afforded the opportunity to return to their 
previous bourgeois life. Now a popular student at the best girls’ high school in Iran, Ellie’s memories of 
Homa begin to fade. Years later, however, her sudden reappearance in Ellie’s privileged world alters the 
course of both of their lives. 
 
Together, the two young women come of age and pursue their own goals for meaningful futures. But as 
the political turmoil in Iran builds to a breaking point, one earth-shattering betrayal will have enormous 
consequences. 

https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/6547914.Marjan_Kamali


Nothing Daunted: The Unexpected Education of Two Society Girls in the West  

304 pages 

Dorothy Wickenden 

In the summer of 1916, Dorothy Woodruff and Rosamond Underwood, close friends from childhood and 
graduates of Smith College, left home in Auburn, New York, for the wilds of northwestern Colorado. 
Bored by their society luncheons, charity work, and the effete young men who courted them, they 
learned that two teaching jobs were available in a remote mountaintop schoolhouse and 
applied;shocking their families and friends. "No young lady in our town," Dorothy later commented, "had 
ever been hired by anybody." They took the new railroad over the Continental Divide and made their way 
by spring wagon to the tiny settlement of Elkhead, where they lived with a family of homesteaders. They 
rode several miles to school each day on horseback, sometimes in blinding blizzards. Their students 
walked or skied on barrel staves, in tattered clothes and shoes tied together with string. The man who 
had lured them out west was Ferry Carpenter, a witty, idealistic, and occasionally outrageous young 
lawyer and cattle rancher. He had promised them the adventure of a lifetime and the most modern 
schoolhouse in Routt County; he hadn't let on that the teachers would be considered dazzling 
prospective brides for the locals. That year transformed the children, their families, and the undaunted 
teachers themselves. Dorothy and Rosamond learned how to handle unruly children who had never 
heard the Pledge of Allegiance and thought Ferry Carpenter was the president of the United States; they 
adeptly deflected the amorous advances of hopeful cowboys; and they saw one of their closest friends 
violently kidnapped by two coal miners. Carpenter's marital scheme turned out to be more successful 
than even he had hoped and had a surprising twist some forty years later. In their buoyant letters home, 
the two women captured the voices and stories of the pioneer women, the children, and the other 
memorable people they got to know. Nearly a hundred years later, New Yorker executive editor Dorothy 
Wickenden, the granddaughter of Dorothy Woodruff, found the letters and began to reconstruct the 
women's journey. Enhancing the story with interviews with descendants, research about these vanished 
communities, and trips to the region, Wickenden creates an exhilarating saga about two intrepid young 
women and the settling up of the West. 

 

 The Covenant of Water 736 pages 
by Abraham Verghese 

 
From the New York Times-bestselling author of Cutting for Stone comes a stunning and magisterial epic 
of love, faith, and medicine, set in Kerala, South India, following three generations of a family seeking the 
answers to a strange secret. An Oprah Book Club Pick, The Covenant of Water has sold more than two 
million copies worldwide and was widely named as a best book of the year. Spanning the years 1900 to 
1977, Abraham Verghese's long-awaited, masterful novel follows three generations of a Christian family 
in Kerala, South India, that suffers a peculiar affliction: in every generation, at least one person dies by 
drowning. As the novel opens, a twelve-year-old girl is sent by boat to her wedding, where she meets her 
husband for the first time. She joins a prosperous household and becomes known as Big Ammachi, the 
matriarch of an extraordinary family that will endure hardship, celebrate triumph, and witness 
unthinkable changes over the coming decades. The Covenant of Water is an unforgettable and stunning 
epic of love, faith, and medicine. (This is by the author of "Cutting for Stone," and Oprah book club pick.) 



The Lotus Shoes   

By Jane Wang    400 pages 

As a child, Little Flower is sold to Linjing's wealthy family to become a muizai. In a fit of childish jealousy 
over her new handmaiden's ladylike bound feet and talent for embroidery, Linjing ensures Little Flower 
can never leave her to ascend in society. 
 
Despite their starkly different places in the Fong household, over the years the two girls must work 
together to secure both their futures through Linjing's marriage. As the two grow up, they are by turns 
bitter rivals and tentative friends. 
 
Until scandal strikes the family, and Linjing and Little Flower's lives are unexpectedly thrown into chaos. 
Linjing's fall from grace could be an opportunity for Little Flower - but will their intertwined fates lead to 
triumph, or tragedy for them both? 

By the Fire We Carry: The Generations-Long Fight for Justice on Native Land 

Rebecca Nagle.     352 pages 

Before 2020, American Indian reservations made up roughly 55 million acres of land in the United States. 
Nearly 200 million acres are reserved for National Forests—in the emergence of this great nation, our 
government set aside more land for trees than for Indigenous peoples. 
 
In the 1830s, Muscogee people were rounded up by the US military at gunpoint and forced into exile 
halfway across the continent. At the time, they were promised this new land would be theirs for as long 
as the grass grew and the waters ran. But that promise was not kept. When Oklahoma was created on 
top of Muscogee land, the new state claimed their reservation no longer existed. Over a century later, a 
Muscogee citizen was sentenced to death for murdering another Muscogee citizen on tribal land. His 
defense attorneys argued the murder occurred on the reservation of his tribe, and therefore Oklahoma 
didn’t have the jurisdiction to execute him. Oklahoma asserted that the reservation no longer existed. In 
the summer of 2020, the Supreme Court settled the dispute. Its ruling that would ultimately underpin 
multiple reservations covering almost half the land in Oklahoma, including Nagle’s own Cherokee 
Nation.  
 
Here Rebecca Nagle recounts the generations-long fight for tribal land and sovereignty in eastern 
Oklahoma. By chronicling both the contemporary legal battle and historic acts of Indigenous 
resistance, By the Fire We Carry stands as a landmark work of American history. The story it tells exposes 
both the wrongs that our nation has committed and the Native-led battle for justice that has shaped our 
country. 

 

 

 

 



North Woods 384 pages 

by Daniels Mason   

Location, location, location. Daniel Mason's gorgeous fifth novel, North Woods, is the 
story of a place — a yellow house deep in the woods of western Massachusetts — and its 
motley succession of occupants, human and otherwise, who leave their mark on the 
property over the course of four centuries.  

A sweeping novel about a single house in the woods of New England, told through the 
lives of those who inhabit it across the centuries—a daring, moving tale of memory and 
fate from the Pulitzer Prize finalist and author of The Piano Tuner and The Winter Soldier. 
 
When a pair of young lovers abscond from a Puritan colony, little do they know that their 
humble cabin in the woods will become home to an extraordinary succession of 
inhabitants . An English soldier, destined for glory, abandons the battlefields of the New 
World to devote himself to apples. A pair of spinster twins survive war and famine, only to 
succumb to envy and desire. A crime reporter unearths a mass grave, but finds the 
ancient trees refuse to give up their secrets. A lovelorn painter, a conman, a stalking 
panther, a lusty beetle; as each one confronts the mysteries of the north woods, they 
come to realize that the dark, raucous, beautiful past is very much alive. 
 
Traversing cycles of history, nature, and even literature, North Woods shows the myriad, 
magical ways in which we’re connected to our environment and to one another, across 
time, language and space. Written along with the seasons and divided into the twelve 
months of the year, it is an unforgettable novel about secrets and fates that asks the 
timeless how do we live on, even after we’re gone? 

 

The Boys of Riverside: A Deaf Football Team and a Quest for Glory  256 pages 

by Thomas Fuller 

The Boys of Riverside looks back at the historic 2021 and 2022 seasons in which the 
California School for the Deaf chased history. It follows the personal journeys of their 
dynamic deaf head coach, and a student who spent the majority of the season sleeping in 
his father’s car in the Target parking lot. It tells the story of a fiercely committed player 
who literally played through a broken leg in order not to miss a crucial game, as well as 
myriad other heart-wrenching and uplifting narratives of players who found common 
purpose. Through their eyes, Fuller reveals a portrait of high school athletics, inspiring 
camaraderie, and deafness in America. 



 

The Power Broker: Robert Moses and the Fall of New York is a 1974 biography of Robert 
Moses 1166 pages 

by Robert Caro.  

The book focuses on the creation and use of power in New York local and state politics, as 
witnessed through Moses's use of unelected positions to design and implement dozens of 
highways and bridges, sometimes at great cost to the communities he nominally served. 
It has been repeatedly named one of the best biographies of the 20th century, and has 
been highly influential on city planners and politicians throughout the United States. The 
book won a Pulitzer Prize in 1975. 
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