
1.  Hello Beautiful, by Ann Napolinato, 416 pp 

A fresh spin on the classic story of four sisters….spanning thirty years.   

 

 

2.  A Woman is No Man  by Etaf Rum 

 This debut novel by a Palestinian-American voice takes us inside the lives of a conservative Arab 

family living in America. In Brooklyn, eighteen-year-old Deya is starting to meet with suitors. Though 

she doesn’t want to get married, her grandparents give her no choice. History is repeating 

itself: Deya’s mother, Isra, also had no choice when she left Palestine as a teenager to marry Adam. 

Though Deya was raised to believe her parents died in a car accident, a secret note from a mysterious, 

yet familiar-looking woman makes Deya question everything she was told about her past. As the 

narrative alternates between the lives of Deya and Isra, she begins to understand the dark, complex 

secrets behind her community. 

  

3.  The Measure    By Nikki Erlick 

 Eight ordinary people. One extraordinary choice.  It seems like any other day. You wake up, pour a 

cup of coffee, and head out. But today, when you open your front door, waiting for you is a small 

wooden box. This box holds your fate inside: the answer to the exact number of years you will live. 

 

From suburban doorsteps to desert tents, every person on every continent receives the same box. In an 

instant, the world is thrust into a collective frenzy. Where did these boxes come from? What do they 

mean? Is there truth to what they promise? 

As society comes together and pulls apart, everyone faces the same shocking choice: Do they wish to 

know how long they’ll live? And, if so, what will they do with that knowledge? 

 

The Measure charts the dawn of this new world through an unforgettable cast of characters whose 

decisions and fates interweave with one another: best friends whose dreams are forever entwined, pen 

pals finding refuge in the unknown, a couple who thought they didn’t have to rush, a doctor who 

cannot save himself, and a politician whose box becomes the powder keg that ultimately changes 

everything. 

  

4.  All Good People Here    Ashley Flowers 

In the propulsive debut novel from the host of the #1 true crime podcast "Crime Junkie," a journalist 

uncovers her hometown’s dark secrets when she becomes obsessed with the unsolved murder of her 

childhood neighbor—and the disappearance of another girl twenty years later. 

 

Everyone from Wakarusa, Indiana, remembers the case of January Jacobs, who was found dead in a 

ditch hours after her family awoke to find her gone. Margot Davies was six at the time, the same age as 

January—and they were next-door neighbors. In the twenty years since, Margot has grown up, moved 

away, and become a big-city journalist, but she’s always been haunted by the fear that it could’ve been 

her. And the worst part is, January’s killer has never been brought to justice. 

 

When Margot returns home to help care for her sick uncle, it feels like walking into a time capsule. 

Wakarusa is exactly how she remembered: genial, stifled, secretive. Then news breaks about five-year-

old Natalie Clark from the next town over, who’s gone missing under eerily similar circumstances. 

With all the old feelings rushing back, Margot vows to find Natalie and solve January’s murder once 

and for all. 

 



But the police, the family, the townspeople—they all seem to be hiding something. And the deeper 

Margot digs into Natalie’s disappearance, the more resistance she encounters, and the colder January’s 

case feels. Could the killer still be out there? Could it be the same person who kidnapped Natalie? And 

what will it cost to finally discover what truly happened that night?  

 

5.  Fifty Words for Rain, by by Asha Lemmie, 464 pp 

Kyoto, Japan, 1948. “Do not question. Do not fight. Do not resist." 

Such is eight-year-old Noriko “Nori” Kamiza’s first lesson. She will not question why her mother 

abandoned her with only these final words. She will not fight her confinement to the attic of her 

grandparents’ imperial estate. And she will not resist the scalding chemical baths she receives daily to 

lighten her skin. 

The child of a married Japanese aristocrat and her African American GI lover, Nori is an outsider from 

birth. Her grandparents take her in, only to conceal her, fearful of a stain on the royal pedigree that they 

are desperate to uphold in a changing Japan. Obedient to a fault, Nori accepts her solitary life, despite 

her natural intellect and curiosity. But when chance brings her older half-brother, Akira, to the estate 

that is his inheritance and destiny, Nori finds in him an unlikely ally with whom she forms a powerful 

bond - a bond their formidable grandparents cannot allow and that will irrevocably change the lives 

they were always meant to lead. Because now that Nori has glimpsed a world in which perhaps there is 

a place for her after all, she is ready to fight to be a part of it - a battle that just might cost her 

everything. 

Spanning decades and continents, Fifty Words for Rain is a dazzling epic about the ties that bind, the 

ties that give you strength, and what it means to be free. 

 

6.  The Bostonians, by Henry James, 457 pp 

The Bostonians is a novel by Henry James, first published as a serial in The Century Magazine in 

1885–1886 and then as a book in 1886. This bittersweet tragicomedy entrées on an odd triangle of 

characters: Basil Ransom, a political conservative from Mississippi; Olive Chancellor, Ransom's cousin 

and a Boston feminist; and Verena Tarrant, a pretty, young protégée of Olive's in the feminist 

movement. The storyline concerns the struggle between Ransom and Olive for Verena's allegiance and 

affection, though the novel also includes a wide panorama of political activists, newspaper people, and 

quirky eccentrics. 
 


