
1.  The Tatooist of Auschwitz by Heather Morris 

In April 1942, Lale Sokolov, a Slovakian Jew, is forcibly transported to the concentration camps 

at Auschwitz-Birkenau. When his captors discover that he speaks several languages, he is put to 

work as a Tätowierer (the German word for tattooist), tasked with permanently marking his 

fellow prisoners. 

Imprisoned for over two and a half years, Lale witnesses horrific atrocities and barbarism—but 

also incredible acts of bravery and compassion. Risking his own life, he uses his privileged 

position to exchange jewels and money from murdered Jews for food to keep his fellow 

prisoners alive. 

One day in July 1942, Lale, prisoner 32407, comforts a trembling young woman waiting in line 

to have the number 34902 tattooed onto her arm. Her name is Gita, and in that first encounter, 

Lale vows to somehow survive the camp and marry her. 

A vivid, harrowing, and ultimately hopeful re-creation of Lale Sokolov's experiences as the man 

who tattooed the arms of thousands of prisoners with what would become one of the most potent 

symbols of the Holocaust, The Tattooist of Auschwitz is also a testament to the endurance of love 

and humanity under the darkest possible conditions. 

 

 

2.  The Lincoln Highway” by Amor Towles  (he wrote the gentleman in Moscow also) 

The bestselling author of A Gentleman in Moscow and Rules of Civility and master of 

absorbing, sophisticated fiction returns with a stylish and propulsive novel set in 1950s 

America 

 

In June, 1954, eighteen-year-old Emmett Watson is driven home to Nebraska by the warden of 

the work farm where he has just served a year for involuntary manslaughter. His mother long 

gone, his father recently deceased, and the family farm foreclosed upon by the bank, Emmett’s 

intention is to pick up his eight-year-old brother and head west where they can start their lives 

anew. But when the warden drives away, Emmett discovers that two friends from the work farm 

have hidden themselves in the trunk of the warden’s car. Together, they have hatched an 

altogether different plan for Emmett’s future. 

Spanning just ten days and told from multiple points of view, Towles’s third novel will satisfy 

fans of his multi-layered literary styling while providing them an array of new and richly 

imagined settings, characters, and themes. 
  
  

3. "The Family" by Naomi Krupitsky 

In her debut novel, “The Family,” author Naomi Krupitksy tells the mafia’s story from the 

unique vantage point of these two young girls as they grow into wives, mothers and leaders in 

their community. “The Family” is a coming-of-age story about loyalty, resilience and what it 

means to belong to a group that is bigger than yourself. 

"Sofia Colicchio's bold and loud personality is a perfect balance to her best friend, Antonia 

Russo's reserved and quiet nature. As children, they recognize their fathers as powerful men in 

their community but they don't understand why. When Antonio's father goes missing after a walk 

with the boss, a crack begins to form in their life-long bond. 

As they grow into young women with families of their own, their neighborhood of Red Hook 

grows around them. They become leaders in their community as they push the boundaries of the 

society they were born into. It all comes to a break on one night, when their loyalty to the Family 

and two each other faces the ultimate test." 

 



 

     4.    The Scientist and the Psychic: A Son's Exploration of His Mother's Gift 

Christian Smith, 300 pages 

Christian Smith realized his mother was different in the autumn of 1977 when he was eight years 

old. Before then, he'd witnessed séances at home and the kids at school sometimes teased him 

about his mom being a witch--so he sensed that his life wasn't typical. But it wasn't until he was 

backstage at a renowned concert venue in Toronto, watching from behind a curtain as Geraldine 

commanded an audience of 2,000 with her extrasensory readings, that he understood she was 

special. As Geraldine's only child, he would assume the role of the quiet observer while she 

guided a live CBC broadcast of a séance; made startling and consistently accurate predictions; 

and eventually moved to LA to work with the parents of murder victims--and with convicted 

murderer Jeffrey R. MacDonald. Over time, the high profile and emotionally depleting work 

affected Geraldine's health and relationships. Addiction took over her life, and her son pulled 

away. Fast forward to the present day: Christian is a molecular biologist and Geraldine is retired 

and in poor health. They are closer than they've ever been, and now he gives us the story of her 

undeniable perceptual abilities and pioneering work as a psychic--and endeavors to make 

scientific sense of it. 

 

 

5.   Ernie’s Ark by Monica Wood   240 pages 

In ten interlinking stories, the town of Abbot Falls reacts as Ernie Whitten, pipefitter, builds a 

giant ark in his backyard.  As the ark takes shape, the rest of the town carries on, trying their best 

to hold a community together, against the fiercest of odds.  An unforgettable tapestry of love, 

loneliness- and neighbors. 

 

 

6.  Night Came with Many Stars by Simon Van Booy    248 pages 

In Kentucky, back in 1933, Carol’s daddy lost his 13 year old daughter in a game of 

cards.  Award winning author Simon Van Booy’s spellbinding novel spans decades as he tells 

the story of Carol snd the people in her life.  Incidents intersect and lives unexpectedly change 

course in this masterly interwoven story of chance and choice that leads home again to a night 

blessed with light. 

“What you give in this world,” an old man tells his grandson, “will be given back to you.”  Those 

words illuminate the actions within this unforgettable novel and it’s connected characters.  Told 

by a master storyteller, this is a rare novel that reveals how wondrous, mysterious, and magically 

connected life can be - the light created in this novel illuminates our own lives. 

 

 

7. The Great Alone by Kristin Hannah   440 pages 

Ernt Allbright, a former POW, comes home from the Vietnam war a changed and volatile man. 

When he loses yet another job, he makes an impulsive decision: he will move his family north, to 

Alaska, where they will live off the grid in America’s last true frontier. 
Thirteen-year-old Leni, a girl coming of age in a tumultuous time, caught in the riptide of her 

parents’ passionate, stormy relationship, dares to hope that a new land will lead to a better future 

for her family. She is desperate for a place to belong. Her mother, Cora, will do anything and go 

anywhere for the man she loves, even if it means following him into the unknown 

At first, Alaska seems to be the answer to their prayers. In a wild, remote corner of the state, they 

find a fiercely independent community of strong men and even stronger women. The long, sunlit 

days and the generosity of the locals make up for the Allbrights’ lack of preparation and 

dwindling resources. 



But as winter approaches and darkness descends on Alaska, Ernt’s fragile mental state 

deteriorates and the family begins to fracture. Soon the perils outside pale in comparison to 

threats from within. In their small cabin, covered in snow, blanketed in eighteen hours of night, 

Leni and her mother learn the terrible truth: they are on their own. In the wild, there is no one to 

save them but themselves. 

 
 
       8.  Little Fires Everywhere by Celeste Ng   388 pages 

In Shaker Heights, a placid, progressive suburb of Cleveland, everything is planned--from the 

layout of the winding roads, to the colors of the houses, to the successful lives its residents will 

go on to lead. And no one embodies this spirit more than Elena Richardson, whose guiding 

principle is playing by the rules. 

Enter Mia Warren--an enigmatic artist and single mother--who arrives in this idyllic bubble with 

her teenaged daughter Pearl, and rents a house from the Richardsons. Soon Mia and Pearl 

become more than tenants: all four Richardson children are drawn to the mother-daughter pair. 

But Mia carries with her a mysterious past and a disregard for the status quo that threatens to 

upend this carefully ordered community. 

When old family friends of the Richardsons attempt to adopt a Chinese-American baby, a 

custody battle erupts that dramatically divides the town--and puts Mia and Elena on opposing 

sides. Suspicious of Mia and her motives, Elena is determined to uncover the secrets in Mia's 

past. But her obsession will come at unexpected and devastating costs. 

Little Fires Everywhere explores the weight of secrets, the nature of art and identity, and the 

ferocious pull of motherhood--and the danger of believing that following the rules can avert 

disaster. 

 

9.  The Unremarkable Uneventful Life Of Harvey Henderson by J.R. Baude.   326 pages 

When writer Denny Preston stumbles across an inanimate, but beloved companion from his 

childhood, he takes the occasion to dig a little deeper into learning about the man who gave it to 

him so many years ago. Preston, once a critically acclaimed investigative journalist, finds a story 

(or does it find him?) that unwittingly involves Preston in an unexpected journey to, not only 

discover the past of a man he never knew, but to unknowingly tread a path of self-discovery as 

well. Preston finds he is reacquainted with some dark chapters from his own past, ones which 

still haunt him to this day. He must sort out the unexplained coincidences and twists of fate that 

unfold while, at the same time, learning about a seemingly ordinary fellow named Harvey 

Henderson. Join Denny Preston as he embarks on a quest begun as a lark surrounding a stuffed 

doll, but that serves to lead him through a world of international intrigue, personal 

transformation, and triumphant renewal. 

 

 

          10.    American Dirt, by Jeanine Cummins, 400 pages 

(pub 01/20, popular but available in libraries and online) 

 

Lydia Quixano Pérez lives in the Mexican city of Acapulco. She runs a bookstore. She has a son, 

Luca, the love of her life, and a wonderful husband who is a journalist. And while there are 

cracks beginning to show in Acapulco because of the drug cartels, her life is, by and large, fairly 

comfortable. 

Even though she knows they'll never sell, Lydia stocks some of her all-time favorite books in her 

store. And then one day a man enters the shop to browse and comes up to the register with a few 

books he would like to buy—two of them her favorites. Javier is erudite. He is charming. And, 



unbeknownst to Lydia, he is the jefe of the newest drug cartel that has gruesomely taken over the 

city. When Lydia's husband's tell-all profile of Javier is published, none of their lives will ever be 

the same. 

Forced to flee, Lydia and eight-year-old Luca soon find themselves miles and worlds away from 

their comfortable middle-class existence. Instantly transformed into migrants, Lydia and Luca 

ride la bestia—trains that make their way north toward the United States, which is the only place 

Javier's reach doesn't extend. As they join the countless people trying to reach el norte, Lydia 

soon sees that everyone is running from something. But what exactly are they running to? 

 

 

 


