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Hillbilly Elegy: A Memoir of a Family and Culture in Crisis  By J D Vance, 272 pp 
Hillbilly Elegy is a passionate and personal analysis of a culture in crisis—that of white working-class 
Americans. The decline of this group, a demographic of our country that has been slowly disintegrating 
over forty years, has been reported on with growing frequency and alarm, but has never before been 
written about as searingly from the inside. J. D. Vance tells the true story of what a social, regional, and 
class decline feels like when you were born with it hung around your neck. 
 
The Vance family story begins hopefully in postwar America. J. D.’s grandparents were “dirt poor and in 
love,” and moved north from Kentucky’s Appalachia region to Ohio in the hopes of escaping the 
dreadful poverty around them. They raised a middle-class family, and eventually their grandchild (the 
author) would graduate from Yale Law School, a conventional marker of their success in achieving 
generational upward mobility. 
 
But as the family saga of Hillbilly Elegy plays out, we learn that this is only the short, superficial version. 
Vance’s grandparents, aunt, uncle, sister, and, most of all, his mother, struggled profoundly with the 
demands of their new middle-class life, and were never able to fully escape the legacy of abuse, 
alcoholism, poverty, and trauma so characteristic of their part of America. Vance piercingly shows how 
he himself still carries around the demons of their chaotic family history. 
 
A Gentleman in Moscow  by  Amor Towles       462 pages  
A Gentleman in Moscow immerses us in another elegantly drawn era with the story of Count Alexander 
Rostov. When, in 1922, he is deemed an unrepentant aristocrat by a Bolshevik tribunal, the count is 
sentenced to house arrest in the Metropol, a grand hotel across the street from the Kremlin. Rostov, an 
indomitable man of erudition and wit, has never worked a day in his life, and must now live in an attic 
room while some of the most tumultuous decades in Russian history are unfolding outside the hotel’s 
doors. Unexpectedly, his reduced circumstances provide him a doorway into a much larger world of 
emotional discovery. 
 
Brimming with humor, a glittering cast of characters, and one beautifully rendered scene after another, 
this singular novel casts a spell as it relates the count’s endeavor to gain a deeper understanding of what 
it means to be a man of purpose. 
 
Before the Fall     Noah Hawley       391 pages 
On a foggy summer night, eleven people--ten privileged, one down-on-his-luck painter--depart Martha's 
Vineyard headed for New York. Sixteen minutes later, the unthinkable happens: the passengers 
disappear into the ocean. The only survivors are Scott Burroughs--the painter--and a four-year-old boy, 
who is now the last remaining member of a wealthy and powerful media mogul's family. 
 
With chapters weaving between the aftermath of the tragedy and the backstories of the passengers and 
crew members--including a Wall Street titan and his wife, a Texan-born party boy just in from London, a 
young woman questioning her path in life, and a career pilot--the mystery surrounding the crash 
heightens. As the passengers' intrigues unravel, odd coincidences point to a conspiracy: Was it merely 
dumb chance that so many influential people perished? Or was something far more sinister at work? 
Events soon threaten to spiral out of control in an escalating storm of media outrage and accusations--
all while the reader draws closer and closer to uncovering the truth. 
The fragile relationship between Scott and the young boy glows at the heart of this novel, raising 
questions of fate, human nature, and the inextricable ties that bind us together. 
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The Twelve Lives of Samuel Hawley     Hannah Tinti       480 pages 
After years spent living on the run, Samuel Hawley moves with his teenage daughter, Loo, to Olympus, 
Massachusetts. There, in his late wife's hometown, Hawley finds work as a fisherman, while Loo 
struggles to fit in at school and grows curious about her mother's mysterious death. Haunting them both 
are twelve scars Hawley carries on his body, from twelve bullets in his criminal past; a past that 
eventually spills over into his daughter's present, until together they must face a reckoning yet to come. 
This father-daughter epic weaves back and forth through time and across America, from Alaska to the 
Adirondacks.  
 
Edgar and Lucy     Victor Lodato         535 pages 
Eight-year-old Edgar Fini remembers nothing of the accident people still whisper about. He only knows 
that his father is gone, his mother has a limp, and his grandmother believes in ghosts. When Edgar 
meets a man with his own tragic story, the boy begins a journey into a secret wilderness where nothing 
is clear—not even the line between the living and the dead. In order to save her son, Lucy has no choice 
but to confront the demons of her past.    
 
 
Euphoria – Lily King     261 pages 
Lily's new novel is the story of three young, gifted anthropologists in 1933 caught in a passionate love 
triangle that threatens theirs bonds, their careers, and ultimately their lives. English Anthropologist 
Andrew Bankson has been alone in the field for several years, studying a tribe on the Sepik River in the 
Territory of New Guinea with little success. Increasingly frustrated and isolated by his research, Bankson 
is on the verge of suicide when he encounters the famous and controversial Nell Stone and her wry, 
mercurial husband Fen. Bankson is enthralled by the magnetic couple whose eager attentions pull him 
back from the brink of despair. Set between World War I and II and inspired by events in the life of 
revolutionary anthropologist Margaret Mead, Euphoria is an enthralling story of passion, possession, 
exploration and sacrifice. 
 
The Widow – Fiona Barton    500 pages 
For fans of Gone Girl and The Girl on the Train, an electrifying thriller that will take you into the dark 
spaces that exist between a husband and a wife.  When the police started asking questions, Jean Taylor 
turned into a different woman. One who enabled her and her husband to carry on, when more bad 
things began to happen...  But that woman’s husband died last week. And Jean doesn’t have to be her 
anymore. There’s a lot Jean hasn’t said over the years about the crime her husband was suspected of 
committing. She was too busy being the perfect wife, standing by her man while living with the accusing 
glares and the anonymous harassment. Now there’s no reason to stay quiet. There are people who want 
to hear her story. They want to know what it was like living with that man. She can tell them that there 
were secrets. There always are in a marriage. The truth—that’s all anyone wants. But the one lesson 
Jean has learned in the last few years is that she can make people believe anything… 
 
The Trespasser by Tana French  456 pages  
 
In bestselling Tana French’s newest “tour de force,”* being on the Murder squad is nothing like 
Detective Antoinette Conway dreamed it would be. Her partner, Stephen Moran, is the only person who 
seems glad she’s there. The rest of her working life is a stream of thankless cases, vicious pranks, and 
harassment. Antoinette is savagely tough, but she’s getting close to the breaking point.  
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Their new case looks like yet another by-the-numbers lovers’ quarrel gone bad. Aislinn Murray is blond, 
pretty, groomed to a shine, and dead in her catalogue-perfect living room, next to a table set for a 
romantic dinner. There’s nothing unusual about her—except that Antoinette’s seen her somewhere 
before. 
  
And that her death won’t stay in its neat by-numbers box. Other detectives are trying to push Antoinette 
and Steve into arresting Aislinn’s boyfriend, fast. There’s a shadowy figure at the end of Antoinette's 
road. Aislinn's friend is hinting that she knew Aislinn was in danger. And everything they find out about 
Aislinn takes her further from the glossy, passive doll she seemed to be. 
  
Antoinette knows the harassment has turned her paranoid, but she can’t tell just how far gone she is. Is 
this case another step in the campaign to force her off the squad, or are there darker currents flowing 
beneath its polished surface? 
 
Ginny Moon by Benjamin Ludwig  368 pages 
Meet Ginny Moon. She’s mostly your average teenager—she plays flute in the high school band, has 
weekly basketball practice, and reads Robert Frost poems in English class.  
 
But Ginny is autistic. And so what’s important to her might seem a bit…different: starting every day with 
exactly nine grapes for breakfast, Michael Jackson, her baby doll, and crafting a secret plan of escape.  
 
After being traumatically taken from her abusive birth mother and moved around to different homes, 
Ginny has finally found her "forever home"—a safe place with parents who will love and nurture her. 
This is exactly what all foster kids are hoping for, right? 
 
But Ginny has other plans. She’ll steal and lie and exploit the good intentions of those who love her—
anything it takes to get back what’s missing in her life. She’ll even try to get herself kidnapped.  
 
Told in an extraordinary and wholly original voice, Ginny Moon is at once quirky, charming, 
heartbreaking, and poignant. It’s a story about being an outsider trying to find a place to belong and 
about making sense of a world that just doesn’t seem to add up. Taking you into the mind of a curious 
and deeply human character, Benjamin Ludwig’s novel affirms that fiction has the power to change the 
way we see the world.1 


