
The Marvels  Brian Selznick.  
 
In this magnificent reimagining of the form he originated, two stand-alone stories-the 
first in nearly 400 pages of continuous pictures, the second in prose-create a beguiling 
narrative puzzle.  
   
The journey begins on a ship at sea in 1766, with a boy named Billy Marvel. After 
surviving a shipwreck, he finds work in a London theatre. There, his family flourishes for 
generations as brilliant actors until 1900, when young Leontes Marvel is banished from 
the stage.  
   
Nearly a century later, Joseph Jervis runs away from school and seeks refuge with an 
uncle in London. Albert Nightingale's strange, beautiful house, with its mysterious 
portraits and ghostly presences, captivates Joseph and leads him on a search for clues 
about the house, his family, and the past.  
   
A gripping adventure and an intriguing invitation to decipher how the two narratives 
connect, The Marvels is a loving tribute to the power of story from an artist at the 
vanguard of creative innovation. 
 
The Nightengale by Kristen Hannah 448 pages Historical fiction  
 
With courage, grace and powerful insight, bestselling author Kristin Hannah captures 
the epic panorama of WWII and illuminates an intimate part of history seldom seen: the 
women's war. The Nightingale tells the stories of two sisters, separated by years and 
experience, by ideals, passion and circumstance, each embarking on her own 
dangerous path toward survival, love, and freedom in German-occupied, war-torn 
France--a heartbreakingly beautiful novel that celebrates the resilience of the human 
spirit and the durability of women. It is a novel for everyone, a novel for a lifetime. 
 

$2.00 A Day  Living on Almost Nothing in America by Kathryn J. Edn and Luke 
Shaefer 

 
A revelatory account of poverty in America so deep that we, as a country, don’t 
think it exists 
 
Jessica Compton’s family of four would have no cash income unless she donated 
plasma twice a week at her local donation center in Tennessee. Modonna Harris and 
her teenage daughter Brianna in Chicago often have no food but spoiled milk on 
weekends.   After two decades of brilliant research on American poverty, Kathryn Edin 
noticed something she hadn’t seen since the mid-1990s — households surviving on 
virtually no income. Edin teamed with Luke Shaefer, an expert on calculating incomes of 
the poor, to discover that the number of American families living on $2.00 per person, 
per day, has skyrocketed to 1.5 million American households, including about 3 million 
children.   Where do these families live? How did they get so desperately poor? Edin 
has “turned sociology upside down” (Mother Jones) with her procurement of rich — and 



truthful — interviews. Through the book’s many compelling profiles, moving and startling 
answers emerge.   The authors illuminate a troubling trend: a low-wage labor market 
that increasingly fails to deliver a living wage, and a growing but hidden landscape 
of survival strategies among America’s extreme poor. More than a powerful exposé, 
$2.00 a Day delivers new evidence and new ideas to our national debate on income 
inequality. In her bestselling and beloved memoir A Three Dog Life, Abigail Thomas 
wrote about the tragic loss of her husband. In What Comes Next and How to Like It, she 
writes about aging, family, creativity, tragedy, friendship, and the richness of life. And it 
is exhilarating. 
 
 
What Comes Next and How To Like It by Abigail Thomas 

 
 
What comes next? What comes after the devastating loss of a spouse? What form does 
a lifelong friendship take after deepest betrayal? How does a mother cope with her 
child’s dire illness? Or the death of a cherished dog? 
And how to like it? How to accept, appreciate, enjoy? How to find solace and pleasure? 
How to sustain and be sustained by our most trusted, valuable companions? 
Exquisitely observed, lush with sentences you will underline and reread, What Comes 
Next and How to Like It is an extraordinarily moving memoir about many of life’s 
greatest challenges and inimitable rewards. It is also the story of the friendship between 
Abigail Thomas and a man she met thirty-five years ago. Through marriages, child 
raising, and the vicissitudes and tragedies that befall them both, this rich bond has 
helped her face whatever comes next with courage, exuberance, and gr 
 
In her bestselling and beloved memoir A Three Dog Life, Abigail Thomas wrote about 
the tragic loss of her husband. In What Comes Next and How to Like It, she writes 
about aging, family, creativity, tragedy, friendship, and the richness of life. And it is 
exhilarating. 
What comes next? What comes after the devastating loss of a spouse? What form does 
a lifelong friendship take after deepest betrayal? How does a mother cope with her 
child’s dire illness? Or the death of a cherished dog? 
And how to like it? How to accept, appreciate, enjoy? How to find solace and pleasure? 
How to sustain and be sustained by our most trusted, valuable companions? 
Exquisitely observed, lush with sentences you will underline and reread, What Comes 
Next and How to Like It is an extraordinarily moving memoir about many of life’s 
greatest challenges and inimitable rewards. It is also the story of the friendship between 
Abigail Thomas and a man she met thirty-five years ago. Through marriages, child 
raising, and the vicissitudes and tragedies that befall them both, this rich bond has 
helped her face whatever comes next with courage, exuberance. 

The Silver Star  Jeannette Walls 

 

It is 1970 in a small town in California. “Bean” Holladay is twelve and her sister, Liz, is 

fifteen when their artistic mother, Charlotte, takes off to find herself, leaving her girls 



enough money to last a month or two. When Bean returns from school one day and 

sees a police car outside the house, she and Liz decide to take the bus to Virginia, 

where their widowed Uncle Tinsley lives in the decaying mansion that’s been in 

Charlotte’s family for generations. An impetuous optimist, Bean soon discovers who her 

father was, and hears stories about why their mother left Virginia in the first place. 

Money is tight, and the sisters start babysitting and doing office work for Jerry Maddox, 

foreman of the mill in town, who bullies his workers, his tenants, his children, and his 

wife. Liz is whip-smart—an inventor of word games, reader of Edgar Allan Poe, 

nonconformist. But when school starts in the fall, it’s Bean who easily adjusts, and Liz 

who becomes increasingly withdrawn. And then something happens to Liz in the car 

with Maddox. Jeannette Walls has written a deeply moving novel about triumph over 

adversity and about people who find a way to love each other and the world, despite its 

flaws and injustices. 

 

 

The Blazing World  by Siri Hustvedt 

 

The internationally bestselling author tells the provocative story of artist Harriet Burden, 

who, after years of having her work ignored, ignites an explosive scandal in New York’s 

art world when she recruits three young men to present her creations as their own. Yet 

when the shows succeed and Burden steps forward for her triumphant reveal, she is 

betrayed by the third man, Rune. Many critics side with him, and Burden and Rune find 

themselves in a charged and dangerous game, one that ends in his bizarre death. An 

intricately conceived, diabolical puzzle presented as a collection of texts, including 

Harriet’s journals, assembled after her death, this “glorious mashup of storytelling and 

scholarship” (San Francisco Chronicle) unfolds from multiple perspectives as Harriet’s 

critics, fans, family, and others offer their own conflicting opinions of where the truth lies.  

 

Circling the Sun, by Paula McLain, 384 pp. 
 
author of the phenomenal bestseller The Paris Wife now returns with her keenly 
anticipated new novel, transporting readers to colonial Kenya in the 1920s.  
 
Circling the Sun brings to life a fearless and captivating woman—Beryl Markham, a 
record-setting aviator caught up in a passionate love triangle with safari hunter Denys 
Finch Hatton and Karen Blixen, who as Isak Dinesen wrote the classic memoir Out of 
Africa.  Brought to Kenya from England as a child and then abandoned by her mother, 
Beryl is raised by both her father and the native Kipsigis tribe who share his estate. Her 
unconventional upbringing transforms Beryl into a bold young woman with a fierce love 
of all things wild and an inherent understanding of nature’s delicate balance.  
 
But even the wild child must grow up, and when everything Beryl knows and trusts 
dissolves, she is catapulted into a string of disastrous relationships.  Beryl forges her 



own path as a horse trainer, and her uncommon style attracts the eye of the Happy 
Valley set, a decadent, bohemian community of European expats who also live and love 
by their own set of rules.  But it’s the ruggedly charismatic Denys Finch Hatton who 
ultimately helps Beryl navigate the uncharted territory of her own heart. The intensity of 
their love reveals Beryl’s truest self and her fate: to fly. 
 
Set against the majestic landscape of early-twentieth-century Africa, McLain’s powerful 
tale reveals the extraordinary adventures of a woman before her time, the exhilaration 
of freedom and its cost, and the tenacity of the human spirit. (From the publisher.) 
 

Did You Ever Have a Family 
by Bill Clegg.  304 pages     Fiction 
 
On the eve of her daughter’s wedding, June Reid’s life is completely devastated when a shocking 
disaster takes the lives of her daughter, her daughter’s fiancé, her ex-husband, and her boyfriend, 
Luke—her entire family, all gone in a moment. And June is the only survivor. 
 
Alone and directionless, June drives across the country, away from her small Connecticut town. In her 
wake, a community emerges, weaving a beautiful and surprising web of connections through shared 
heartbreak. 
 
From the couple running a motel on the Pacific Ocean where June eventually settles into a quiet half-
life, to the wedding’s caterer whose bill has been forgotten, to Luke’s mother, the shattered outcast of 
the town—everyone touched by the tragedy is changed as truths about their near and far histories 
finally come to light. 

 
 
Secrets of a Charmed Life 
by Susan Meissner    416 pages.   
 
Current day, Oxford, England. Young American scholar Kendra Van Zant, eager to pursue her vision of a 
perfect life, interviews Isabel McFarland just when the elderly woman is ready to give up secrets about 
the war that she has kept for decades...beginning with who she really is. What Kendra receives from 
Isabel is both a gift and a burden--one that will test her convictions and her heart. 
 
1940s, England. As Hitler wages an unprecedented war against London’s civilian population, one million 
children are evacuated to foster homes in the rural countryside. But even as fifteen-year-old Emmy 
Downtree and her much younger sister Julia find refuge in a charming Cotswold cottage, Emmy’s 
burning ambition to return to the city and apprentice with a fashion designer pits her against Julia’s 
profound need for her sister’s presence. Acting at cross purposes just as the Luftwaffe rains down its 
terrible destruction, the sisters are cruelly separated, and their lives are transformed… 
 

 


