
1. My Own Words, by Ruth Bader Ginsburg, 400 pages  
The New York Times bestselling book from Supreme Court Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg—“a comprehensive look inside 
her brilliantly analytical, entertainingly wry mind, revealing the fascinating life of one of our generation's most influential 
voices in both law and public opinion” (Harper’s Bazaar). 
 
My Own Words “showcases Ruth Ginsburg’s astonishing intellectual range” (The New Republic). In this collection Justice 
Ginsburg discusses gender equality, the workings of the Supreme Court, being Jewish, law and lawyers in opera, and the 
value of looking beyond US shores when interpreting the US Constitution. Throughout her life Justice Ginsburg has been 
(and continues to be) a prolific writer and public speaker. This book’s sampling is selected by Justice Ginsburg and her 
authorized biographers Mary Hartnett and Wendy W. Williams, who introduce each chapter and provide biographical 
context and quotes gleaned from hundreds of interviews they have conducted. 
 
Witty, engaging, serious, and playful, My Own Words is a fascinating glimpse into the life of one of America’s most 
influential women and “a tonic to the current national discourse” (The Washington Post). 
 
2. The Spy Who Came In From the Cold, by John le Carre, 272 pages 
The Spy Who Came In from the Cold is a 1963 Cold War spy novel by the British author John le Carré. It depicts Alec 
Leamas, a British agent, being sent to East Germany as a faux defector to sow disinformation about a powerful East 
German intelligence officer. It serves as a sequel to le Carré's previous novels Call for the Dead and A Murder of Quality, 
which also featured the fictitious British intelligence organization, "The Circus", and its agents George Smiley and Peter 
Guillam. The Spy Who Came In from the Cold portrays Western espionage methods as morally inconsistent with 
Western democracy and values. The novel received critical acclaim at the time of its publication and became an 
international best-seller; it was selected as one of the All-Time 100 Novels by Time magazine. In 1965, Martin Ritt 
directed a cinematic adaptation, with Richard Burton as Leamas. 
 
3. The Gown, by Jennifer Robson.  400 pages 
London, 1947: Besieged by the harshest winter in living memory, burdened by onerous shortages and rationing, the 
people of postwar Britain are enduring lives of quiet desperation despite their nation’s recent victory. Among them are 
Ann Hughes and Miriam Dassin, embroiderers at the famed Mayfair fashion house of Norman Hartnell. Together they 
forge an unlikely friendship, but their nascent hopes for a brighter future are tested when they are chosen for a once-in-
a-lifetime honor: taking part in the creation of Princess Elizabeth’s wedding gown.  
Toronto, 2016: More than half a century later, Heather Mackenzie seeks to unravel the mystery of a set of embroidered 
flowers, a legacy from her late grandmother. How did her beloved Nan, a woman who never spoke of her old life in 
Britain, come to possess the priceless embroideries that so closely resemble the motifs on the stunning gown worn by 
Queen Elizabeth II at her wedding almost seventy years before? And what was her Nan’s connection to the celebrated 
textile artist and holocaust survivor Miriam Dassin? 
With The Gown, Jennifer Robson takes us inside the workrooms where one of the most famous wedding gowns in 
history was created. Balancing behind-the-scenes details with a sweeping portrait of a society left reeling by the 
calamitous costs of victory, she introduces readers to three unforgettable heroines, their points of view alternating and 
intersecting throughout its pages, whose lives are woven together by the pain of survival, the bonds of friendship, and 
the redemptive power of love. 
 
4. Deacon King Kong, by James McBride, 383 pages 
In September 1969, a fumbling, cranky old church deacon known as Sportcoat shuffles into the courtyard of the Cause 
Houses housing project in south Brooklyn, pulls a .38 from his pocket, and in front of everybody shoots the project's 
drug dealer at point-blank range. In Deacon King Kong, McBride brings to vivid life the people affected by the shooting: 
the victim, the African-American and Latinx residents who witnessed it, the white neighbors, the local cops assigned to 
investigate, the members of the Five Ends Baptist Church where Sportcoat was deacon, the neighborhood's Italian 
mobsters, and Sportcoat himself. As the story deepens, it becomes clear that the lives of the characters--caught in the 
tumultuous swirl of 1960s New York--overlap in unexpected ways. When the truth does emerge, McBride shows us that 
not all secrets are meant to be hidden, that the best way to grow is to face change without fear, and that the seeds of 
love lie in hope and compassion. 
 



5. Dinner at Antoines, by Frances Parkinson Keyes, 475 pages 
A mystery set at Antoine’s, the famous New Orleans restaurant that has been a landmark since 1840. The purpose of the 
party, hosted by wealthy businessman Orson Foxworth, is to introduce his niece Ruth, who is visiting for the Mardi Gras 
season, to a circle of his friends. Ruth soon notes tensions between Odile St. Amant, her husband Léonce, and her sister 
Caresse. Odile is suffering from a nervous disorder, and her husband is openly flirting with Caresse. The undercurrents 
lead to murder... 
 
6. The Last Days of Ellis Island by Gaelle Josse , 208 pages   
The Last Days of Ellis Island is a tragic story of a man who spends forty-five years working as an immigration official 
on Ellis island. Josse masterfully weaves this moving story of love and loss around the larger historical context  
"Josse powerfully evokes the spirit of the 'huddled masses' who landed on America's shores while creating a memorable 
portrait of a man torn between his commitment to his difficult job and the longings of his heart. Duty and desire clash in 
the melancholy reminiscences of a former Ellis Island immigration officer."   

 
7. The Four Winds by Kristen Hannah, 450 pages 
The Four Winds Kristin Hannah’s latest novel is an outstanding historical saga sparking memories of the classic John 
Steinbeck story, Grapes of Wrath. Based during the great depression, the hardships and demise of small farmers and the 
migration of people from the Dust Bowl states in America to the land of milk and honey – California 

 
8. Send for Me, by Lauren Fox,  272 pages   
A novel of dazzling emotional richness, Send for Me is a major departure for this acclaimed author, an epic and intimate 
exploration of mothers and daughters, duty and obligation, hope and forgiveness. An achingly beautiful work of 
historical fiction that moves between Germany on the eve of World War II and present-day Wisconsin, unspooling a 
thread of love, longing, and the powerful bonds of family 

 
9. Big Lies in a Small Town by Diane Chamberlain.  387 pages 
North Carolina 2018:  Moran Christopher’s life has been derailed.  Taking the fall for a crime she did not commit, she 
finds herself serving a three year stint in the North Carolina women’s correctional center.  Her dream of a career in art is 
put on hold - until a mysterious visitor makes her an offer that will see her released immediately.  Her assignment: 
restore an old post office mural in a sleepy southern town.  Morgan knows nothing about art restoration, but desperate 
to leave prison she accepts.  What she finds under the layers of grime is a painting that tells the story of madness, 
violence, and a conspiracy of small town secrets. 

 
North Carolina 1940:  Anna Doyle, an artist from New Jersey, wins a national contest to paint a mural for the post office 
in Edenton, North Carolina.  Alone in the world and desperate for work, she accepts.  But what she doesn’t expect is to 
find herself immersed in a town where prejudices run deep, where people are hiding secrets behind closed doors, and 
where the price of being different might just end in murder. 

 
What happened to Anna Doyle?  Are the clues hidden in the decrepit mural?  Can Morgan overcome her own demons to 
discover what exists beneath he layers of lies? 
 
10. The Wonder Boy Of Whistle Stop, by Fannie Flagg, 304 pages  
A heart warming story about secrets of youth rediscovered,hometown memories,and magical moments.Bud 
Threadgoode has fond memories of growing up in WhistleStop.  Sadly, the railroad yards shut down and the town 
became a ghost town.  Bud returns for a last trip to see what became of his beloved hometown. He is met with surprises 
about the town's history.  Threadgoode's visit sets off some touching events for him and his family. 
 
 
 


