
The Art Forger by B A Shapiro 
On March 18, 1990, 13 works of art now worth more than $500 million were stolen from the Isabella Stewart Gardner Museum in Boston. It 
remains the largest unsolved art heist in history, and struggling young artist Claire Roth is about to discover that there's more to this crime than 
meets the eye. Shapiro’s brisk narrative takes the reader through Boston’s art world, the logistics of forgery and the perils of attribution, shuttling 
between the present and three years earlier, when Claire lost her boyfriend Isaac and first straddled the line between copying and fraud. 
Interwoven are letters from Gardner to a fictitious niece, Amelia, tracing the obscure circumstances under which she acquired the Degas. 
 
 
TheVagabonds by Jeff Guinn 
 
In 1914 Henry Ford and naturalist John Burroughs visited Thomas Edison in Florida and toured the Everglades. The following year Ford, Edison, and 
tire maker Harvey Firestone joined together on a summer camping trip and decided to call themselves the Vagabonds. They would continue their 
summer road trips until 1925, when they announced that their fame made it too difficult for them to carry on. Although the Vagabonds traveled 
with an entourage of chefs, butlers, and others, this elite fraternity also had a serious purpose: to examine the conditions of America’s roadways 
and improve the practicality of automobile travel. Cars were unreliable and the roads were even worse. But newspaper coverage of these trips was 
extensive, and as cars and roads improved, the summer trip by automobile soon became a desired element of American life. In The Vagabonds Jeff 
Guinn shares the story of this pivotal moment in American history. But he also examines the important relationship between the older Edison and 
the younger Ford, who once worked for the famous inventor. The road trips made the automobile ubiquitous and magnified Ford’s reputation, 
even as Edison’s diminished. The automobile had come of age and it would transform the American landscape, the American economy, and the 
American way of life. 
 
 
The Trip to Echo Spring by Olivia Laing 
 
Why is it that some of the greatest works of literature have been produced by writers in the grip of alcoholism, an addiction that cost them 
personal happiness and caused harm to those who loved them? In The Trip to Echo Spring, Olivia Laing examines the link between creativity and 
alcohol through the work and lives of six extraordinary men: F. Scott Fitzgerald, Ernest Hemingway, Tennessee Williams, John Berryman, John 
Cheever, and Raymond Carver. Olivia Laing grew up in an alcoholic family herself. One spring, wanting to make sense of this ferocious, entangling 
disease, she took a journey across America that plunged her into the heart of the author’s overlapping lives. As she travels from Cheever's New 
York to Williams' New Orleans, from Hemingway's Key West to Carver's Port Angeles, she pieces together a topographical map of alcoholism, from 
the horrors of addiction to the miraculous possibilities of recovery. Beautiful, captivating and original, The Trip to Echo Spring strips away the myth 
of the alcoholic writer to reveal the terrible price creativity can exert. 
 
 
“Where the Crawdads Sing” by, Delia Owens. Pages 368 Fiction 
 
 For years, rumors of the "Marsh Girl" have haunted Barkley Cove, a quiet town on the North Carolina coast. So in late 1969, when handsome Chase 
Andrews is found dead, the locals immediately suspect Kya Clark, the so-called Marsh Girl. But Kya is not what they say. Sensitive and intelligent, 
she has survived for years alone in the marsh that she calls home, finding friends in the gulls and lessons in the sand. Then the time comes when 
she yearns to be touched and loved. When two young men from town become intrigued by her wild beauty, Kya opens herself to a new life--until 
the unthinkable happens. Where the Crawdads Sing is at once an exquisite ode to the natural world, a heartbreaking coming-of-age story, and a 
surprising tale of possible murder. Owens reminds us that we are forever shaped by the children we once were, and that we are all subject to the 
beautiful and violent secrets that nature keeps. 
 
 
It's Not All Downhill From Here by Terry McMillan 
 
At 68, Loretha Curry has it all: A booming business, dedicated friends and a husband who still lights her fire.   She's looking forward to her best days 
yet to come when a tragic loss shatters her world.   This bawdly, honest, laugh out loud story from the author of How Stella Got Her Grove Back will 
remind you of just how healing friendship can be.  
 
 
Darling Rose Gold by Stephanie Wrobel 
 
After Patty Watts goes to prison for slowly poisning her 18 year old daughter, Rose God, the teen has to learn how to navigate the world alone.  
Union Patty's release five years later, she expects to fall right back in line as her little girl's keeper.   But Rose Gold has other much darker plans.  
 
 
A Place At The Table by Susan Rebecca White. 
 
This is a novel about three people finding solace in a recently revived southern café.  Each one is struggling with personal difficulties but, this 
companionship helps them to embrace the things that make them different. 
 
 
Alias Grace by Margaret Atwood 



In Alias Grace, the bestselling author of The Handmaid's Tale takes readers into the life of one of the most notorious women of the nineteenth 
century—recently adapted into a 6-part Netflix original mini-series by director Mary Harron and writer/actress Sarah Polley.  It's 1843, and Grace 
Marks has been convicted for her involvement in the vicious murders of her employer and his housekeeper and mistress. Some believe Grace is 
innocent; others think her evil or insane. Now serving a life sentence, Grace claims to have no memory of the murders. An up-and-coming expert in 
the burgeoning field of mental illness is engaged by a group of reformers and spiritualists who seek a pardon for Grace. He listens to her story while 
bringing her closer and closer to the day she cannot remember. What will he find in attempting to unlock her memories? Captivating and 
disturbing, Alias Grace showcases bestselling, Booker Prize-winning author Margaret Atwood at the peak of her powers. 
 
Girls Like Us – Cristina Alger 
 
From the New York Times bestselling author of The Banker's Wife, worlds collide when an FBI agent investigates a string of grisly murders on Long 
Island that raises the impossible question: What happens when the primary suspect is your father?  FBI Agent Nell Flynn hasn't been home in ten 
years. Nell and her father, Homicide Detective Martin Flynn, have never had much of a relationship. And Suffolk County will always be awash in 
memories of her mother, Marisol, who was murdered when Nell was just seven. When Martin Flynn dies in a motorcycle accident, Nell returns to 
the house she grew up in so that she can spread her father's ashes and close his estate. At the behest of her father's partner, Detective Lee Davis, 
Nell becomes involved in an investigation into the murders of two young women in Suffolk County. The further Nell digs, the more likely it seems to 
her that her father should be the prime suspect--and that his friends on the police force are covering his tracks. Plagued by doubts about her 
mother's murder--and her own role in exonerating her father in that case--Nell can't help but ask questions about who killed Ria Ruiz and Adriana 
Marques and why. But she may not like the answers she finds--not just about those she loves, but about herself. 


