
The 19th Wife   David Ebershoff    Historical Fiction – Mystery 525 pages  

It is 1875, and Ann Eliza Young has recently separated from her powerful husband, Brigham Young, 

prophet and leader of the Mormon Church. Expelled and an outcast, Ann Eliza embarks on a crusade to 

end polygamy in the United States. A rich account of her family’s polygamous history is revealed, 

including how both she and her mother became plural wives. Yet soon after Ann Eliza’s story begins, a 

second exquisite narrative unfolds–a tale of murder involving a polygamist family in present-day Utah. 

Jordan Scott, a young man who was thrown out of his fundamentalist sect years earlier, must reenter the 

world that cast him aside in order to discover the truth behind his father’s death. And as Ann Eliza’s 

narrative intertwines with that of Jordan’s search, readers are pulled deeper into the mysteries of love, 

family, and faith. 

 

Hotel on the Corner of Bitter and Sweet    Jamie Ford               (322 pp, historical fiction) 

When artifacts from Japanese families sent to World War II internment camps are uncovered during 
renovations at Seattle's Panama Hotel, Henry Lee embarks on a personal quest that leads to memories 
of growing up Chinese in a city rife with anti-Japanese sentiment, and of Keiko, a Japanese girl whose 

love transcended cultures and generations. 

 

CIRCLING THE SUN       Paula McClain    384 pages – historical fiction    

Paula McLain, author of the phenomenal bestseller The Paris Wife, now returns with her keenly 

anticipated new novel, transporting readers to colonial Kenya in the 1920s. Circling the Sun brings 

to life a fearless and captivating woman—Beryl Markham, a record-setting aviator caught up in a 

passionate love triangle with safari hunter Denys Finch Hatton and Karen Blixen, who as Isak 

Dinesen wrote the classic memoir Out of Africa.  

 

Brought to Kenya from England as a child and then abandoned by her mother, Bery l is raised by 

both her father and the native Kipsigis tribe who share his estate. Her unconventional upbringing 

transforms Beryl into a bold young woman with a fierce love of all things wild and an inherent 

understanding of nature’s delicate balance. But even the wild child must grow up, and when 

everything Beryl knows and trusts dissolves, she is catapulted into a string of disastrous 

relationships.  

 

Beryl forges her own path as a horse trainer, and her uncommon style attracts the eye of the Happy 

Valley set, a decadent, bohemian community of European expats who also live and love by their 

own set of rules. But it’s the ruggedly charismatic Denys Finch Hatton who ultimately helps Beryl 

navigate the uncharted territory of her own heart. The intensity of their love reveals Beryl’s truest 

self and her fate: to fly.  

 

Set against the majestic landscape of early-twentieth-century Africa, McLain’s powerful tale reveals 

the extraordinary adventures of a woman before her time, the exhilaration of freedom and its cost, 

and the tenacity of the human spirit. 

The Boys in the Boat :       416 pages non-fiction 

Nine Americans and their epic quest for gold at the 1936 Berlin Olympics      Daniel Brown                    

 

This book tells the story of the University of Washington's 1936 eight-oar crew and their epic quest for an 

Olympic gold medal, a team that transformed the sport and grabbed the attention of millions of 

Americans. It traces the story of the team that defeated elite rivals at Hitler's 1936 Berlin Olympics, 

sharing the experiences of their enigmatic coach, a visionary boat builder, and a homeless teen rower. 



The Invention of Wings  383 pages historical fiction  Sue Monk Kidd  

Follows  Hetty "Handful" Grimke, a Charleston slave, and Sarah, the daughter of the wealthy Grimke 

family. The novel begins on Sarah's eleventh birthday, when she is given ownership over Handful, who is 

to be her handmaid. "The Invention of Wings" follows the next thirty-five years of their lives. Inspired in 

part by the historical figure of Sarah Grimke (a feminist, suffragist and, importantly, an abolitionist), Kidd 

allows herself to go beyond the record to flesh out the inner lives of all the characters, both real and 

imagined. 

The Nightengale    Kristen Hannah    448 pages    Fiction      

In the quiet village of Carriveau, Vianne Mauriac says goodbye to her husband, Antoine, as he heads for 
the Front. She doesn't believe that the Nazis will invade France...but invade they do, in droves of 
marching soldiers, in caravans of trucks and tanks, in planes that fill the skies and drop bombs upon the 
innocent. When a German captain requisitions Vianne's home, she and her daughter must live with the 
enemy or lose everything. Without food or money or hope, as danger escalates all around them, she is 

forced to make one impossible choice after another to keep her family alive. 

Vianne's sister, Isabelle, is a rebellious eighteen-year-old girl, searching for purpose with all the reckless 
passion of youth. While thousands of Parisians march into the unknown terrors of war, she meets 
Gäetan, a partisan who believes the French can fight the Nazis from within France, and she falls in love 
as only the young can...completely. But when he betrays her, Isabelle joins the Resistance and never 
looks back, risking her life time and again to save others. 

With courage, grace and powerful insight, bestselling author Kristin Hannah captures the epic panorama 
of WWII and illuminates an intimate part of history seldom seen: the women's war. The Nightingale tells 
the stories of two sisters, separated by years and experience, by ideals, passion and circumstance, each 
embarking on her own dangerous path toward survival, love, and freedom in German-occupied, war-torn 
France--a heartbreakingly beautiful novel that celebrates the resilience of the human spirit and the 

durability of women. It is a novel for everyone, a novel for a lifetime. 

The Race for Paris      Meg Waite Clayton   336 pages     Fiction    

The New York Times bestselling author of The Wednesday Sisters returns with a moving and powerfully 

dynamic World War II novel about two American journalists and an Englishman, who together race the 
Allies to Occupied Paris for the scoop of their lives 
 
Normandy, 1944. To cover the fighting in France, Jane, a reporter for the Nashville Banner, and Liv, an 
Associated Press photographer, have already had to endure enormous danger and frustrating 
obstacles—including strict military regulations limiting what women correspondents can do. Even so, Liv 
wants more. Encouraged by her husband, the editor of a New York newspaper, she’s determined to be 
the first photographer to reach Paris with the Allies, and capture its freedom from the Nazis. 
 
However, her Commanding Officer has other ideas about the role of women in the press corps. To fulfill 
her ambitions, Liv must go AWOL. She persuades Jane to join her, and the two women find a guardian 
angel in Fletcher, a British military photographer who reluctantly agrees to escort them. As they race for 
Paris across the perilous French countryside, Liv, Jane, and Fletcher forge an indelible emotional bond 
that will transform them and reverberate long after the war is over.  
 
Based on daring, real-life female reporters on the front lines of history like Margaret Bourke-White, Lee 
Miller, and Martha Gellhorn—and with cameos by other famous faces of the time—The Race for Paris is 

an absorbing, atmospheric saga full of drama, adventure, and passion. Combining riveting storytelling 
with expert literary craftsmanship and thorough research, Meg Waite Clayton crafts a compelling, 

resonant read. 

 



When the Moon is Low         Nadia Hashimi      400 pages          Fiction        

Mahmoud's passion for his wife Fereiba, a schoolteacher, is greater than any love she's ever known. But 
their happy, middle-class world—a life of education, work, and comfort—implodes when their country is 
engulfed in war, and the Taliban rises to power. 
 
Mahmoud, a civil engineer, becomes a target of the new fundamentalist regime and is murdered. Forced 
to flee Kabul with her three children, Fereiba has one hope to survive: she must find a way to cross 
Europe and reach her sister's family in England. With forged papers and help from kind strangers they 
meet along the way, Fereiba make a dangerous crossing into Iran under cover of darkness. Exhausted 
and brokenhearted but undefeated, Fereiba manages to smuggle them as far as Greece. But in a busy 
market square, their fate takes a frightening turn when her teenage son, Saleem, becomes separated 
from the rest of the family. 
 
Faced with an impossible choice, Fereiba pushes on with her daughter and baby, while Saleem falls into 
the shadowy underground network of undocumented Afghans who haunt the streets of Europe's capitals. 
Across the continent Fereiba and Saleem struggle to reunite, and ultimately find a place where they can 

begin to reconstruct their lives.  

Painted Horses, Malcolm Brooks         336 pages             

Set in an American West of the 1950’s but carrying vestiges of the nineteenth century, and with Indian 

artifacts and the ancestry of wild horses going back even earlier, much of this novel, like its milieu, has a 

timeless feel.  Catherine Lemay is a young archaeologist hired to explore a Montana canyon slated for 

damming and destruction, although she may have been hired specifically to find nothing, no evidence of 

why some of the local Crow Indians oppose construction of the dam.  She is aided by Miriam, a young 

Crow woman (whose centenarian great-grandmother connects back to the Greasy Grass and Custer), 

and assisted (or not) by local horsemen and townspeople with a variety of interests in the land’s 

future.  Two of the horsemen, including the enigmatic John H, served together in the mounted cavalry in 

wartime Italy, and, though some readers will rightly find in Brooks’ themes suggestions of Jim Harrison or 

Cormac McCarthy, the lengthy wartime flashbacks nicely recall vintage Hemingway. 

Prayers for Sale Sandra Davis              318 pages             

Hennie Comfort is eighty-six and has lived in the mountains of Middle Swan, Colorado since before it 

was Colorado.  Nit Spindle is just seventeen and newly married.  She and her husband have just moved 

to the high country in search of work.  It’s 1936 and the depression has ravaged the country and Nit and 

her husband have suffered greatly.  Hennie notices the young woman loitering near the old sign outside 

of her house that promises “Prayers For Sale”.  Hennie doesn’t sell prayers, never has, but there’s 

something about the young woman that she’s drawn to.  The harsh conditions of life that each have 

endured create an instant bond and an unlikely friendship is formed, one in which the deepest of 

hardships are shared and the darkest secrets are confessed.  

All the Light We Cannot See   Anthony Doerr       -  531 pages  -  Historical Fiction 

 From the highly acclaimed, multiple award-winning Anthony Doerr, the beautiful, stunningly ambitious 

instant New York Times bestseller about a blind French girl and a German boy whose paths collide in 

occupied France as both try to survive the devastation of World War II. 

 

Marie-Laure lives with her father in Paris near the Museum of Natural History, where he works as the 

master of its thousands of locks. When she is six, Marie-Laure goes blind and her father builds a perfect 

miniature of their neighborhood so she can memorize it by touch and navigate her way home. When she 

is twelve, the Nazis occupy Paris and father and daughter flee to the walled citadel of Saint-Malo, where 

Marie-Laure’s reclusive great-uncle lives in a tall house by the sea. With them they carry what might be 

the museum’s most valuable and dangerous jewel. 

 



In a mining town in Germany, the orphan Werner grows up with his younger sister, enchanted by a crude 

radio they find. Werner becomes an expert at building and fixing these crucial new instruments, a talent 

that wins him a place at a brutal academy for Hitler Youth, then a special assignment to track the 

resistance. More and more aware of the human cost of his intelligence, Werner travels through the heart 

of the war and, finally, into Saint-Malo, where his story and Marie-Laure’s converge. 

 

 

 


